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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LYMM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  during  1952. 

There  has  been  no  undue  occurence  of  illness  during  the 
year,  and  the  death  rate  shows  a  marked  fall  as  compared  with 
last  year.  The  average  age  at  death  is  lower  than  last  year, 
only  one  third  of  the  deaths  having  occurred  at  over  75  years 
compared  with  one  half  last  year.  There  was  a  fall  in  the  birth 
rate  which  was  rather  greater  than  that  noted  in  the  country  as 
a  whole. 

I  have  included  a  report  on  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
Health  Services  provided  in  your  area  as  an  Appendix  to  the 
report.  1  his  shows  the  valuable  work  which  is  being  done  to 
ensure  that  the  children  in  the  area  shall  grow  up  as  healthy 
citizens,  and  reflects  credit  on  all  concerned. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and 
gratitude  to  my  colleagues  for  all  their  assistance  during  the 
year,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Sucksmith,  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  has  been  a  great  help  to  me,  and  has  written  much  of  that 
section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
area.  Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  thank  you,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  and  Sewage  Farms  Committee,  and 
all  the  other  members  of  the  Council  for  the  interest  you  have 
taken  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  your  support 
in  all  the  suggestions  which  I  have  made. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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A.  TELFORD  BURN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  .  4,242  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  mid  1952)  6,379 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  2,045 

Size  of  household  (average  number  of  persons 

per  house)  .  3.11 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  .  £38,957 

Value  of  a  penny  rate  .  £153 


Lymm  is  a  predominantly  agricultural  and  residential  area 
situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  some 
4  miles  east  of  Warrington.  There  are  no  large  industries  in 
the  neighbourhood,  salt  works  and  concrete  works  being  the 
only  heavy  industries,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  work 
either  in  Warrington  or  Altrincham. 

The  residential  areas  are  grouped  around  the  old  village 
centre,  and  along  the  main  road  from  Altrincham  to  Warrington, 
and  the  road  to  Heatley.  There  is  a  pleasant  open  space  around 
the  Dam,  which  is  a  wide  expanse  of  water  well  stocked  with 
fish. 


Recently  the  Council  were  bequeathed  the  Ridgeway- 
Grundy  Memorial  Park,  which  is  laid  out  as  ornamental  gardens 
and  playing  fields. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

39 

42 

81 

Illegitimate  . 

3 

2 

5 

Total  . . 

42 

44 

86 

Still  Births  (all  legitimate) 

2 

1 

3 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  . 

13.5 

Birth  rate  for  England  and 

Wales  .... 

15.3 

Deaths 

Males  37  Females  30  Total  67 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  10.5 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  1  1 .3 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year)  1 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  associated 

births)  . .  11.5 
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The  rise  in  the  birth  rate  noted  last  year  has  not  been 
maintained,  there  being  seventeen  fewer  births  this  year.  The 
rate  has,  as  a  result,  once  again  fallen  below  the  national 
average. 

1  here  were  three  still  births  during  the  year  compared  with 
one  in  1951. 

1  he  death  rate  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
compares  even  more  favourably  with  the  national  rate,  when 
allowance  is  made  for  the  high  proportion  of  elderly  people  in 
the  community. 

As  in  previous  years  heart  diseases  head  the  list  of  causes 
of  death  having  been  responsible  for  no  fewer  than  27  deaths 
out  of  a  total  of  67.  Cancer  has  now  moved  into  second  place, 
accounting  for  13  deaths.  Seven  deaths  were  due  to  cerebral 
vascular  conditions  and  4  to  respiratory  diseases.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  49  of  the  67  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years. 

There  was  only  one  infant  death  during  the  year. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 


for  the 

past 

10  years  in 

Lymm  U.D.  : — 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Birth 

Rates 

15.1 

19.7 

16.1 

17.6 

21.3 

17.8 

16.05 

12.71 

16,2 

13.5 

Death 

Rates 

10.03  11.3 

15.4 

11.7 

13.5 

11.0 

12.15 

13.18 

13.4 

10.5 

Inf.  Mort. 
Rates  44.9 

25.4 

64.5 

44.4 

61 

61.9 

9.93 

49.0 

29 

11.5 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Only  9  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year.  They  included  6  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  3  of  measles 
(2  of  which  also  had  pneumonia). 

Reports  from  schools  in  the  district  showed  many  absences 
which  were  stated  to  be  due  to  infectious  diseases  for  which  no 
official  notification  had  been  received.  Any  action  which  the 
department  may  wish  to  take  to  prevent  or  minimise  the  spread 
of  infectious  diseases  is  seriously  hampered  if  early  notification 
is  not  received. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  4  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year,  3  of  which  were  respiratory  cases,  and  1  non-respiratory. 
There  was  one  death  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the 
same  period. 
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AGE  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


CAUSE 

|  Sex 

|  0-1 

|  1-4 

1 5-14|  15-24 

|25-44 

1 45-64 1 65-74 

75  + 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis 

M 

1 

1 

Non-Respiratory 

F 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

M 

1 

1 

2 

Stomach  . 

F 

2 

1 

3 

5 

Lung  and  Bronchus  ... 

M 

1 

1 

F 

- 

—  1 

Uterus . 

M 

- 

F 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Sites . 

M 

1 

3 

4 

F 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 

M 

1 

2 

3 

Nervous  System 

F 

1 

1 

2 

4 

7 

Coronary  Disease . 

M 

1 

1 

8 

10 

F 

3 

2 

5 

15 

Heart  Disease  with 

M 

— 

Hypertension  . 

F 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ... 

M 

1 

1 

3 

5 

F 

1 

1 

4 

6 

11 

Other  Circulatory 

M 

1 

1 

Diseases  . 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  ...  .  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

2 

Other  Respiratory 

M 

1 

1 

Diseases  . 

F 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

1 

- 

1 

F 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  . 

M 

2 

2 

4 

F 

1 

2 

1 

4 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

— 

1 

TOTAL  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

15 

10 

37 

F 

1 

1 

4 

12 

12 

30 

67 

TOTAL  . 

1 

2 

2 

2 

11 

27 

22 

67 

67 
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Twenty-eight  persons  remained  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  compared  with  29  a  year  ago;  of  these  22  were 
respiratory  cases  and  6  non-respiratory. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  4  houses  and  4  flats, 
which  now  brings  the  total  number  of  Council  houses  to  387. 
In  addition  1  1  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Following  a  revision  of  the  housing  waiting  list  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  there  were  160  names  remaining  on  the  list. 
Perusal  of  this  list  together  with  consideration  of  the  make  up 
of  the  families  of  the  present  occupants  of  Council  houses 
suggests  that  the  Council  should  concentrate  on  the  building  of 
two  bedroomed  accommodation,  and,  possibly,  bungalows 
suitable  for  letting  to  elderly  couples  at  a  low  rental,  so  that 
their  present  accommodation  can  be  made  available  to  larger 
families. 

There  is  still  no  sign  of  any  amendment  of  the  Rent 
Restriction  Acts,  which  will  encourage  landlords  of  the  older 
properties  to  keep  these  houses  in  good  repair.  The  effect  of 
this  is  to  increase  the  number  of  complaints  about  unfitness  of 
houses,  and  will  eventually  lead  to  a  serious  replacement 
problem. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
are  enumerated  and  described  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the 
Warrington  General  Hospital  and  the  Altrincham  General 
Hospital,  while  a  few  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Manchester  hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  are  mostly  accommodated  at  the 
Warrington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Services. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  A  collection  service  is 
available,  specimens  being  left  at  the  Council  Offices,  whence 
they  are  taken  to  Altrincham  and  picked  up  by  the  Laboratory 
each  afternoon. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Waterworks  is  in  the  ownership  of  the  Urban  District 
Council,  the  water  being  obtained  from  Artesian  Wells  which 
provide  a  regular  and  abundant  supply  of  water.  The  water  is 
of  a  hard  nature  containing  approximately  18.0  degrees  of 
temporary  hardness  and  16.0  degrees  of  permanent  hardness. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  from  each  pump  at  regular 
intervals  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Chlorination  takes  place  between  the  pumps  and  tower  and 
reservoir. 

Litter. 

Indescriminate  deposit  of  litter  still  appears  in  the  district 
particularly  around  bus  stops  and  fish  and  chip  shops.  Litter 
baskets  have  been  placed  around  the  district,  but  unfortunately 
are  not  used  as  well  as  expected. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Village  are  cleaned  every 
morning,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  certain  section  of  the 
community  do  not  leave  the  conveniences  in  the  condition  they 
were  before  entering  which  lead  to  complaints  being  received 
of  the  dirty  condition  later  in  the  day.  This  is  occuring  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  summer  months. 

Considerable  damage  also  takes  place,  due  no  doubt  to  an 
irresponsible  element,  resulting  in  broken  locks,  lamps,  etc. 

Food  Hygiene. 

The  public  appear  to  be  becoming  more  conscious  of  food 
hygiene  which  has  resulted  in  a  higher  standard  in  food  shops 
throughout  the  district.  There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in 
some  instances. 

Rodent  Control. 

Private  dwellings  are  still  given  a  free  service  for  the 
eradication  of  rodents,  business  premises  being  treated  on  a 
repayment  of  cost  basis. 

The  refuse  tips  and  sewage  farms  in  the  ownership  of  the 
Council  are  kept  under  supervision  and  treated  as  required. 

The  sewers  were  again  treated,  the  results  showing  that  the 
number  of  rodents  is  steadily  decreasing. 

Housing  Repairs. 

Properties  were  inspected  during  the  year  on  receipt  of 
complaints  and  where  necessary  Notices  were  served  for  work 
to  be  done.  In  all  instances  the  work  was  carried  out  resulting 
in  improved  housing  conditions.  Unfortunately  property  owners 
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are  still  reluctant  to  maintain  their  property  in  a  good  condition 
owing  to  the  higher  cost  of  labour  and  materials,  this  resulting 
in  an  accelerated  rate  of  deterioration. 

Schools. 

Considering  the  age  of  the  school  buildings  and  the  over¬ 
crowded  conditions,  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  are 
as  good  as  can  be  expected.  Special  inspections  were  made  of 
the  Lymm  Church  of  England  School  following  complaints. 

Ice-Cream. 

Owing  to  the  increased  popularity  of  ice-cream  there  has 
been  a  steady  increase  in  sales,  there  now  being  19  shops  within 
the  area  registered  to  sell  ice-cream.  Fortunately  there  is  now 
very  little  loose  ice-cream  sold  in  the  area  and  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  in  handling  has  therefore  been  improved. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  sewage  of  the  area  is  treated  at  Statham,  Sow  Brook 
and  Massey  Brook  Sewage  Farms.  The  first  two  being  by  means 
of  irrigation  and  the  third  mechanical  treatment.  In  the  case 
of  Statham  and  Sow  Brook,  the  abundant  growth  of  vegetation 
hinders  the  irrigation  from  effectually  purifying  the  effluent. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  now  only  remains  37  houses  which  are  not  served 
by  the  water  carriage  system,  and  there  seems  little  likelihood 
that  this  number  will  be  reduced  owing  to  the  situation  of  the 
houses  concerned.  In  the  case  of  these  houses  pail  closets  are 
used,  the  bulk  of  which  are  emptied  by  men  in  the  employ  of 
the  Surveyor’s  Department,  and  in  other  instances  the  house¬ 
holders  themselves  disposing  of  the  contents. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Trade  waste  and  household  refuse  are  collected  by  direct 
labour  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  the  method  being  regular 
fortnightly  collections.  The  refuse  being  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  Beech  House. 

Street  Cleaning. 

Streets  are  regularly  swept,  but  unfortunately  the  public  do 
not  co-operate  as  they  should,  particularly  dog  owners  who 
permit  considerable  fouling  of  footpaths.  This  is  deplorable, 
as  by  a  little  thought  and  better  training  it  could  be  avoided. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  slaughtering  for  the  area  is  at  the  moment  carried  out 
at  centralised  slaughter  houses  where  Post  Mortem  examination 
takes  place. 


9 


The  following  food  stuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Veal  . 

.  22 

lbs. 

Chopped  Pork  . 

.  7 

tins 

Meat  . . 

.  15 

lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  . 

. .  16 

tins 

Boiled  Ham  . 

.  55 

lbs. 

Whole  Chicken  . 

.  2  - 

tins 

Stewed  Steak  . 

.  2 

tins 

Sausages  . 

.  1 

tin 

Strained  Foods  . 

4 

tins 

Beans  . 

. . .  3 

tins 

Peas  . 

. . . . .  14 

tins 

Fish  Paste 

.  10 

jars 

Fish  Cakes  . 

. . .  4 

tins 

Cheese  . 

. .  47 

lbs. 

Milk  . 

. . .  8 

tins 

Pickles  . . . 

. . .  5 

jars 

Tomatoes  . 

. .  16 

tins 

Soup  . . 

. . .  8 

tins 

Sandwich  Spread  .... 

.  2 

jars 

Fruit  . . 

.  108 

tins 

Jam  . . . 

. .  25 

jars 

Butter  . 

. . .  1 

lb. 

Pea  Nut  Butter  . 

.  3 

jars 

Savoury  Ducks  . 

. .  48 

am  indebted  to  Mr. 

Stacey  Hallard  (Chief 

Insp 

1 

Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council),  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  District  during 
1952:  I  think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  as  follows  :  — 

No.  Not  up  to  Standard 

Boracic  Ointment  .  1  — 

Almonds,  Ground  .  1  — 

Custard  Powder  .  2  — 


Coffee  . 

Ice-cream 

Cornflour 

Glycerine 

Milk  . 

Meat  Paste 
Salt,  Iodised 


1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 


Orange  Squash  .  1 


Olive  Oil 


1 


Whipping  Fat  Compound  .  1 


Zinc  Ointment 


1 


22 
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Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Sample. 

This  sample  contained  iodine  in  excess  of  the  declared 
limit.  No  action  was  taken  in  this  instance  as  the  excess  was 
so  small. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  AND  BUILDING 
INSPECTOR’S  VISITS. 


Water  Supply  .  24 

Drainage  .  84 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  1 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  1 

Bake-houses  . 3 

Factories  .  8 

Refuse  Collection  .  3 

Places  of  Entertainment  . .  1 

Refuse  Disposal  .  28 

Rats  and  Mice  .  200 

Shops  .  23 

Miscellaneous  and  Sanitary  Visits  .  26 

Licensed  Premises  .  5 


Visits  for  Purposes  of  Building  Inspection, 
including  inspection  for  the  issue  of 
licences  under  Civil  Building  Control  ...  246 


Visits  to  Council  Properties  .  903 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  64 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  .  165 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  .  4 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding  .  6 

Houses  inspected  for  vermin  .  4 

Inquiries  in  case  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  15 

Visits  re  Disinfection  .  7 

Butchers  .  7 

Grocers  .  22 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  2 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  3 

Restaurants  .  1 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  1 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .  3 
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APPENDIX. 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SALE  AND  LYMM  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  Major  D.  E.  Impe. 


Deputy -Chairman  : 
Councillor  L.  Bethell. 


Representing  the  Local  Health  Authority 
(Cheshire  County  Council)  : 

County  Councillor  G.  Astbury,  J.P. 
County  Councillor  H.  H.  Cunliffe. 
County  Councillor  Owen  Davis. 

County  Councillor  F.  D.  Gee. 

County  Councillor  J.  Kershaw. 

County  Councillor  A.  Whitley. 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Alderman 

Councillor 

Alderman 


Representing  Sale  Borough  Council  : 

L.  Bethell.  Councillor  E.  Lee,  A.M.I.E.E. 

Mrs.  M.  Cave.  Councillor  J.  G.  Steel,  B.E.M. 
W.  A.  Costello.  Alderman  F.  B.  Taylor. 

Mrs.  M.  Dickinson.  Councillor  V.  S.  Webb. 

F.  H.  Highley,  J.P.  Councillor  E.  W.  Wilkins. 


Representing  Lymm  Urban  District  Council  : 
Councillor  Major  D.  E.  Impe. 
Councillor  C.  HI  Simons. 
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Co-opted  Members  : 

Mr.  A.  Ball,  F.C.A.  Councillor  Mrs.  W.  M.  Phillips, 

Mr.  S.  N.  Duguid,  J.P.,  B.Sc.  M.A.,  J.P. 

Miss  E,  Hatton.  Mrs.  D.  A.  Seagrief. 

Miss  M.  L.  McMurtrey.  Mr.  L.  Steains,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 

Dr.  F.  Wraith. 

Clerk,  to  the  Committee  : 

Mr.  Bertram  Finch. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  STAFF. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

Dr.  A.  Telford  Burn,  T.D. ,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H., 

Town  Hall,  Sale. 

Chief  Clerk  •’ 

Mr.  W.  Willson. 

Clerical  Staff  : 

Mrs.  E.  Aldhouse,  Miss  S.  M.  Flartley. 

Health  Visitor ,  Lymm  : 

Nurse  D.  E.  Govan, 

Welfare  Centre,  Eagle  Brow,  Lymm. 

Tel.  :  Lymm  277 . 

Home  Nurse,  Lymm  : 

Nurse  C.  Cahill, 

28  Highfield  Road,  Lymm. 

Tel.  :  Lymm  116. 

Midwife,  Lymm  : 

Nurse  J.  Pike, 

96  Booths  Hill  Road,  Lymm. 

Tel.:  Lymm  725. 

Ambulance  Supervisor  : 

Mr.  J.  B.  Kirkby, 

Ambulance  Station,  Chapel  Road,  Sale. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
SERVICES  IN  THE  DIVISION. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(a)  Mothers’  Clinics. — There  are  no  ante-natal  or  post-natal 
clinics  held  in  Lymm, 

( b )  Child  Welfare  Clinics. —  There  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre 
at  29  Eagle  Brow,  Lymm,  at  which  sessions  are  held  each 
Tuesday  at  2  p.m.  The  clinics  are  attended  by  Local  Practi¬ 
tioners  on  a  rota  basis.  In  addition  Dr.  English,  the  Assistant 
Count3^  Medical  Officer,  has  seen  toddlers  aged  between  2  and 
5  years  at  the  centre  on  the  same  day  as  she  attends  the  School 
Clinic. 

The  work  of  Child  Welfare  Clinics  is  dependent  on  the 
whole-hearted  co-operation  of  the  Health  Visitors  who  do  such 
excellent  work,  seeing  all  the  mothers  and  children  attending 
the  centre  and  advising  them  on  the  day  to  day  care  of  the 
children.  At  the  centre  the  work  of  weighing  and  registration 
of  the  children  is  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Voluntary 
Committee,  thus  releasing  the  Health  Visitor  for  her  proper 
advisory  task,  and  in  addition  they  handle  the  sale  of  welfare 
foods  at  the  clinic.  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  work 
which  these  ladies  carry  out  from  week  to  week,  and  to  tell 
them  how  much  it  is  appreciated. 

The  attendances  during  the  year  have  been  :  — 

New  Cases  Doctor  s  Consultations  Total  Attendances 

124  823  2,677 

In  addition,  ten  children  made  a  total  of  35  attendances  at 
the  special  ophthalmic  clinic. 

Midwifery  Services. 

These  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  The  midwife  attends  at  domiciliary  births  either  as  a 
midwife,  when  she  is  in  sole  charge  of  the  case,  or  as  a  maternity 
nurse,  when  a  medical  practitioner  is  in  charge  of  the  case  and 
she  works  under  his  direction. 

Cases  Attended. 

As  midwife  .  30 

As  maternity  nurse  .  3 

Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitor  from  a  neighbouring  area,  who  had 
been  carrying  out  the  work  at  Lymm  following  the  resignation 
of  the  Lymm  Visitor  during  1951  has  now  been  transferred  to 
Lymm  and  is  resident  at  the  Welfare  Centre  in  Eagle  Brow. 
She  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  but 
co-operates  fully  with  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
the  scope  of  the  health  visitors’  work  has  extended  from  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  service  of  the  old  days,  to  include 
visits  to  elderly  persons  and  to  the  sick,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  home  help  service  and  with  the  care  of  tuberculous 
persons.  The  main  work  must,  however,  be  concerned  with 
the  visiting  of  infants  and  young  children  in  their  homes, 
advising  the  parents  on  all  matters  concerned  with  their  physical 
and  mental  development  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  and 
other  diseases.  The  effectiveness  of  their  work  in  this  field  is 
reflected  by  the  high  level  of  immunisation  which  has  been 
achieved  throughout  the  Division. 

Home  Nursing. 

This  service  is  also  under  the  control  of  the  Count3^  Medical 
Officer,  the  nurses  being  called  in  by  general  practitioners  in 
charge  of  the  patients.  There  has  been  little  change  in  the 
number  of  calls  on  the  service  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  Lymm  District  Nursing  Association,  which,  prior  to 
the  appointed  day,  had  been  responsible  for  the  District  Nurse 
at  Lymm,  very  kindly  provided  an  Autocycle  for  the  use  of  the 
Lymm  nurse.  In  view  of  the  extensive  and  hilly  nature  of  the 
area  covered  by  this  nurse,  the  gift  is  a  valuable  and  much 
appreciated  asset  to  the  Division.  I  would  like  to  add  my 
personal  thanks  to  the  Nursing  Association  to  those  which  have 
already  been  sent  by  Resolution  of  the  Committee. 

Cases  attended  .  271 

Total  visits  .  3,805 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

1  he  services  provided  under  this  heading  consist  of 
vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough.  These  protective  inoculations  can  be 
given  either  by  the  patient’s  general  practitioner  or  at  clinics 
conducted  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Once  again  the  clinics  were  closed  during  the  height  of  the 
summer  because  of  the  alleged  risk  of  poliomyelitis  being 
rendered  more  severe  as  a  result  of  concurrent  injections.  A 
new  whooping  cough  immunising  agent  has  been  produced,  and 
became  available  towards  the  end  of  the  summer,  which  can 
be  given  subcutaneously  instead  of  intramuscularly  and  it  should 
not  be  necessary  to  effect  such  closure  of  clinics  in  the  future. 

I  he  closure  has  had  a  definite  effect  on  the  response  of  parents 
to  invitations  to  have  their  children  protected  against  whooping 
cough  and  diphtheria.  Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to 
counteract  this  effect  by  personal  approach  to  parents  by  Health 
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Visitors  and  Doctors  at  the  clinics  and  schools  and  in  the  homes. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  such  a  personal  approach  is 
infinitely  better  than  press  or  other  more  general  publicity. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  have 
taken  advantage  of  these  services  in  Lymm  during  the  year. 


Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

Whoop’g 

Cough 

Primary 

Vaccina¬ 

tion 

Re- 

Vaccina¬ 

tion 

Primary 

Immuni¬ 

sation 

Re- 

Immuni¬ 

sation 

Pre-School  Children 

39 

1 

65 

— 

69 

School  Children  . 

— 

1 

3 

18 

1 

Adults  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

39 

3 

|  68 

18 

70 

Ambulance  Service. 
Although  there 

was  very  little 

change 

in  the 

mileage 

travelled  by  the  Divisional  ambulances  and  sitting  case  car 
during  the  year  (66,925  miles  compared  with  65,172  in  1951) 
the  total  mileage  travelled  in  the  transport  of  cases  arising 
within  the  area  of  the  Division  has  risen  from  68,212  to  74,866. 
Almost  the  whole  of  this  rise  is  due  to  an  increase  in  the  mileage 
covered  in  handling  cases  from  Lymm  attending  Warrington 
and  Altrincham  hospitals  for  orthopaedic  and  other  treatment. 
As  an  extreme  example,  one  patient  was  taken  daily  from  Lymm 
to  Altrincham  for  fifteen  days  for  treatment  of  a  septic  condition 
involving  a  total  mileage  of  over  350.  It  would  seem  reasonable 
to  think  that  if  it  was  necessary  for  this  patient  to  be  seen  daily 
he  should  have  been  admitted  for  treatment.  In  1951,  Lymm 
cases  accounted  for  464  journeys  totalling  9,682  miles  whereas 
in  1952  there  were  780  journeys  with  a  total  mileage  of  16,192. 
In  the  vast  majority  of  these  cases  only  one  patient  was  carried 
on  each  journey  and  the  cost  per  patient  was  consequently 
very  high. 

In  the  rest  of  the  Divisional  area  4,819  journeys  were 
performed  carrying  8,886  patients  and  covering  a  total  mileage 
of  58,706.  Out  of  a  total  of  9,383  calls  answered  by  the 
Divisional  vehicles,  1 ,234  were  of  an  urgent  nature  (an  increase 
of  nearly  50%  on  the  number  of  urgent  calls  in  1951). 
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The  new  sitting  case  car  was  delivered  early  in  the  year 
and  travelled  nearly  21,000  miles. 


Owing  to  difficulty  in  the  conveyance  of  the  land,  it  was 
not  possible  to  go  ahead  with  the  building  of  the  new  ambulance 
depot,  and  the  need  for  stringent  economy  has  led  to  this 
urgently  needed  development  being  shelved  for  at  least  another 
year. 


Summary  of  Journeys. 


Divisional  Ambulance  Service  . 

Calls 

9,383 

Journeys 

5,331 

Mileage 

66.925 

Mileage  under  mutual  aid 

(included  above)  . 

_____ 

497 

8,219 

Altrincham  Divisional  Ambulance  Service 

— 

405 

9,385 

Warrington  Corp.  Ambulance  Service 

— 

139 

1,916 

Hospital  Car  Service . 

288 

233 

4,859 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

The  majority  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this  section  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  directed  towards  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  welfare  of 
persons  suffering  from  this  disease  and  of  their  families.  This 
work  is  carried  out  in  close  association  with  the  Chest  Physicians 
at  Altrincham  and  Warrington,  and  visits  are  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  who  give  advice  and  assistance  to  the  patients  who  are 
being  treated  or  supervised  in  their  own  homes. 

During  the  year  an  Occupational  Therapist  has  been 
appointed  in  the  Division  who  visits  those  confined  to  their 
homes  and  encourages  them  to  undertake  handicrafts  within 
their  physical  capability.  This  not  only  helps  them  to  pass  the 
time,  but  enables  them  to  earn  small  sums  by  the  disposal  of 
the  goods  they  make.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  this  work  still 
further,  and  include  those  who  are  bedridden  from  causes  other 
than  tuberculosis,  during  the  current  year. 

The  use  of  B.C.G.  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  in 
young  children  has  been  continued  during  the  year.  In  all  51 
child  contacts  were  given  such  protection  in  the  Divisional  area 
after  tests  to  ensure  that  they  were  not  already  infected.  The 
B.C.G.  vaccine  is  obtained  free  of  charge  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  who  obtain  it  from  Denmark. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  register  of  tuberculosis 


persons  which  is  maintained  at 

the  Divisional  Office. 

Lymm. 

MALES 
Non- 
Puim.  Pulm. 

FEMALES 

Non- 
Palm.  Pulm. 

Total 

On  register  1st  January,  1952  . 

•  •  •  •  • 

14 

4 

7 

4 

29 

Added  to  register  . 

. 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Removed  from  register 

.  .  .  .  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Remaining  on  register  31st  Dec. 

,  1952 

12 

3 

10 

3 

28 

Admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  year  ... 

2 

— 

1 

■ — 

3 

Discharged  from  Sanatoria  during  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  care  and  after  care  services 
suffering  from  diseases  other  than 

also  provide  for 
tuberculosis  by 

persons 

making 

available  nursing  requisites  such  as  bed  rests,  bed  pans,  sputum 
flasks,  etc.,  and  wheel  chairs  for  enabling  crippled  persons  to 
get  out  into  the  fresh  air.  Convalescent  treatment  is  also 
arranged,  and  where  necessary  financial  aid  is  granted  for 
obtaining  such  treatment.  Four  cases  were  assisted  in  obtaining 
convalescence  during  the  year. 


Domestic  Helps. 

During  the  year  the  full-time  domestic  help  at  Lymm 
resigned,  but  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  meeting  all  calls 
on  the  service  with  part-time  assistance. 


Health  Education. 

Health  Education  has  gone  on  from  day  to  day  throughout 
the  year  by  the  personal  talks  given  to  mothers  by  the  Health 
Visitors  both  in  the  homes  and  at  the  Welfare  Centres,  and  at 
the  latter  it  has  been  reinforced  by  the  Doctors.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  personal  approach  is  the  most  effective  way  of 
educating  people  to  live  healthly  lives,  and  far  surpasses  posters 
and  lectures  and  even  circulars  for  this  purpose.  Almost  every 
part  of  the  health  services  must  be  regarded  as  educational. 
Clinics,  although  they  provide  advice  in  the  care  of  expectant 
mothers  and  young  children  who  are  displaying  some  variation 
from  the  normal,  should  have  as  their  prime  object  the  intention 
to  keep  healthy  individuals  in  a  healthy  condition.  At  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  the  healthy  expectant  mother  should  be  advised 
how  to  retain  her  own  health,  and  how  to  care  for  her  child 
in  its  early  days.  Such  advice  should  be  continued  by  midwife, 
health  visitor  and  child  welfare  clinics,  and  later  by  the  School 
Health  Service.  In  such  a  way  we  should  build  up  a  healthy 
generation. 
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In  addition  to  such  personal  health  education  services, 
lectures  have  been  given  to  organisations  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Health  Visitors  and  posters  and 
exhibition  stands  have  been  displayed  in  the  Welfare  Centres 
and  elsewhere. 


Lectures  on  Health  Education  topics  were  attended  by  the 
staff  of  the  Division  during  the  year. 
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Garside  &  Jolley  Ltd. 
Thynne  Street 
Warrington 
89991/354 


